
45 -  Forum of Trajan (4 images) Rome, Italy 

 Architect: Apollodorus of Damascus. Forum and markets: 106-112 CE., column completed 113 

CE. 

 Brick and concrete (architecture) marble (column) 

 

 Video at Khan Academy: https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ancient-art-

civilizations/roman/early-empire/v/trajans-forum 

 

 fora (public squares) 

 The forums were the center of the Roman Republic and of the Roman Empire 

 These forums were the centres of politics, religion and economy 

 This one resulted from Trajan finishing another forum that had already been started 

 It was ‘closed off’ by the Basilica Ulpia and the column was at the back 

 In front of the basilica, a monumental façade was the background of a large, equestrian 

sculpture of the Emperor 

Basilica Ulpia 

 The Basilica Ulpia was an ancient Roman civic building located in the Forum of Trajan 

 Unlike later Christian basilicas, it had no known religious function; it was dedicated to the 

administration of justice, commerce and the presence of the emperor 

 largest in Rome measuring 117 by 55 meters (385 x 182 ft) 

 The Basilica Ulpia was composed of a great central nave with four side aisles with clerestory 

windows to let light into the space divided by rows of columns and two semicircular apse, 

one at each of the ends with the entry to the basilica located on the longitudinal side. The 

columns and the walls were of precious marbles; the 50 meter (164 ft) high roof was 

covered by gilded bronze tiles 

 very similar to one of the most famous hypostyle halls, Great Hypostyle Hall at Karnak 

 used as the architectural prototype by Constantine as the basis for the layout of the new 

Christian churches 

Trajan’s Market (video at Khan Academy: https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ancient-

art-civilizations/roman/early-empire/v/markets-of-trajan 

 

world's oldest shopping mall, the arcades in Trajan's Market are now believed by many to be 

administrative offices for Emperor Trajan 
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 marble floors and library 

Column of Trajan 

 triumphal column 

 commemorates Roman emperor Trajan's victory in the Dacian Wars 

 spiral bas relief 

 describes the epic wars 

 Its design has inspired numerous victory columns, both ancient and modern 

 98 ft high + 27 foot pedestal base 

 made from a series of 20 colossal Carrara marble[a] drums, each weighing about 32 tons,[2] with a 

diameter of 3.7 metres (11 ft). The 190-metre (625 ft) frieze winds around the shaft 23 times 

 spiral staircase of 185 steps provides access to a viewing platform at the top 

 The capital block of Trajan's Column weighs 53.3 tons, which had to be lifted 

 after construction, a statue of Trajan was put in place; this statue disappeared in the Middle 

Ages. On December 4, 1587, the top was crowned by Pope Sixtus V with a bronze figure of St. 

Peter, which remains to this day (a design to put an eagle on top at the beginning – never 

happened) 

 The continuous helical frieze … was in its time an architectural innovation 

 The narrative band expands from about 1 metre at the base of the column to 1.2 metres at the 

top[8] 

 two libraries to the East and West of the Column were for the study of Latin and Greek.[13] They 

were built in tandem with the Column 

 used as viewing platforms – thus great detail even at the top of the column (not so with later 

columns) 

 It is unclear whether the Column was meant to serve a commemorative function or as a 

propaganda piece 

o Trajan’s ashes were buried in a chamber at the base of the Column 
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